
Guideline for glove selection policy

Is there a potential 
for contact with 

body fluids? YES

NO

Is there a sterile/aseptic 
procedure involved?

Is protection
needed from any

chemicals or 
physical contact?

NO

NO

Gloves are
not necessary

but clean 
hands are!

YES

Ring manufacturers
For glove 

recommendations
for handling 

Chemicals

Synthetic household 
gloves for

domestic procedures

Synthetic gloves 
for catering

Is the patient or healthcare
worker  sensitised 

or allergic to latex or in a high
risk category?*

NO YES

Based on risk 
assessment use synthetic

gloves where
appropriate. Where latex
gloves are selected they 
must be low protein and 

powder free and healthcare 
workers will require

health surveillance**.

Based on risk
assessment appropriate
synthetic gloves must

be used, based on risk 
assessment of the glove

material for 
the procedure 

YES
Is gowning required?

YES

NO

YES

Based on risk 
assessment

appropriate sterile
synthetic gloves must
be used, based on risk 
assessment of the glove

material for 
the procedure

NO

Based on risk 
assessment use synthetic

gloves where
appropriate. Where latex
gloves are selected they 
must be low protein and 

powder free and healthcare 
workers will require

health surveillance**.
Based on risk

assessment 
appropriate sterile

synthetic gloves must
be used, based on risk 
assessment of the glove

material for 
the procedure

NO

YES

N.B.All risk assessments
must be documented 
and reviewed on a 
regular basis

Is the patient or healthcare
worker sensitised 

or allergic to latex or in a high 
risk category?*

Is the patient or healthcare
worker sensitised 

or allergic to latex  or in a high 
risk category?*

Based on risk 
assessment use synthetic

gloves where
appropriate. Where latex
gloves are selected they 
must be low protein and 

powder free and healthcare 
workers will require

health surveillance**.

*A high risk category is defined as someone with diagnosed latex allergy; suspected latex allergy; multiple allergies to other materials or multiple surgeries
**For advice on health surveillance see http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/guidance/p46.pdf

Healthcare Employers are required to perform a full risk assessment, considering the benefits of available gloves materials. This document is intended to help 
in the creation of a trust wide glove policy and is not envisaged as being used by individuals at the point of glove use when time is unavailable for evidence 
based assessment of risk.

http://www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/guidance/p46.pdf

